
 

account the specialized 

needs and requirements of 

the Kenyan judiciary.  Dur-

ing the workshop, attendees  

The Kenyan Judiciary and 

international experts in the 

field of judicial education 

gathered in Mombasa, 

Kenya (June 16-20, 2008) to 

discuss the  establishment 

of a Judiciary Training 

Institute  for the Kenyan 

Judiciary  to meet the  

training needs  of the ex-

panded East African region 

and for Southern Sudan.  

 

The primary objective of 

the meeting was to develop 

a model for a new judicial 

education institute which 

can draw on international 

best practices taking into 
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revised Kenyaôs draft Judicial Edu-

cation Policy, determined national 

judicial education objectives and 

standards,  re-

v iewed recent 

training needs as-

sessments and dis-

cussed the ñnext 

stepsò for the de-

velopment of rele-

vant curricula and 

the official launch  

of the Judicial 

Training Institute 

as a full function-

ing training unit.  
 

The Institute, which will be the first 

of its kind in Kenya funded by the 

World Bank through the Judiciary 

Performance Improvement Project, 

will equip judicial officers to deal 

with new and emerging branches of 

law and new methods of judicial 

adjudication.  
 

 

The construction of the Institute 

was completed early in 2008. The 

Institute houses all the required 

teaching facilities such as lecture 

rooms, a conference hall, and a 

well equipped library, in addition 

to guesthouses and recreational 

facilities for the officers attending 

the training programmes.  

Message from the Chair: Sandra E. Oxner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the period since our Biennial Meeting in Arusha in November, we have been busy 

repackaging the programmes presented there into total programme modules available 

on our website for all Commonwealth jurisdictions to use. These programmes are on 

the topics: ñJudgement Writingò, ñJudicial Impact on Human Trafficking Issuesò, 

ñJudicial Training related to Legal Issues of HIV/AIDSò; and ñJudicial Education in 

an Electronic Ageò. These will shortly be uploaded to our website so that they may be 

downloaded by those interested.  
 

We are presently engaged in developing new programmes on long trials/sensational 

trials under the guidance of former Chief Justice Patrick LeSage of Ontario, Canada, 

and environmental issues. 
 

As the quality of judges is determined by the appointment process, the quality and availability of judicial 

education and the judicial discipline process, we are presently working on an analysis of Commonwealth 

judicial discipline processes for the purpose of establishing a set of best international practices in this 

area. A draft of the latter will be available in time for the Patron Chief Justicesô Meeting to be held in 

Hong Kong April 5, 2009, the day before the Commonwealth Law Conference. 
 

Our work in improving and augmenting the electronic linkage network bringing together on our website 

all Commonwealth judicial education materials continues. 
 

I am happy to inform you that the next Biennial Meeting will be the third week of March 2010.  The place 

of the meeting will be announced by the beginning of April and it will be held in an Asian country, our 

second meeting in Asia. As you know, the 2008 Biennial Meeting was held in Tanzania in East Africa. 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you and yours a very happy and fruitful New Year. 


